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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: "(1)" is underlined 
rather than marked through. Appropriate correction is required. Dependent claims 2-9 
are object to as depending from an objectionable claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 fails to recite any positive steps to produce the weather stripping. The 
mere recitation that a machine is enabled and long weather stripping are produced does 
not set forth any steps that positively go toward producing the weather stripping (i.e. 
feeding the block of rubber to the die, pressing between rolls so as to cold weld etc.). 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the run" in line 3 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the grooves of the blades" in line 5 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The blades 
previously described in the claim do not have grooves. Grooves are merely separating 
the blades. 
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Claim 4 recites the limitation "the grooves" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "perfectly round cut." Clarification on the term 
"perfectly" is required due to the engineering limitations of and associated with making 
something "perfectly." For purposes of examination, perfectly is taken to mean 
"accurate in desired dimensional size and shape." 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the areas" in line 4 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the whole length" in line 6 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Moreover, it is unclear which 
"length" and what limitations constitute "whole." 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the blades" in line 3 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the weather stripping surface" in line 3 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the glue" in line 3 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 6 recites the limitation "the system" in line 5 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the cardboard hubs" in line 4 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim 7 recites the limitation "the axes" in line 5 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the belts" in line 6 of the claim. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purposes of examination, "the belts" 
is taken to mean the weather stripping. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the cases" in line 2 of the claim. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "silicon coated cardboard hubs" in line 4 of the 
claim. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 9 recites the limitation "the grooves of the blades" in line 5 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Rochlin (US Patent No. 3,123,656) in view of Francis et al. (US Patent No. 

4,996,092). 

Rochlin teaches a method for manufacturing foamed plastic material (rubber 



weather stripping)(see col. 1, line 66 - col. 2, line 3), wherein a machine (see Fig. 1) is 
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enabled to make rubber strips, which are round and accurate in desired dimensional 
size and shape (see col. 2, line 66 - col. 3, line 2). 

Rochin does not teach cold welding nor explicitly that the product is to be 
weather stripping. 

Francis teaches making foam cord (elongated strips) for sealing (weather 
stripping) (see col. 2, lines 54-60) by using cold welding (see col. 2, lines 41-43). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Francis's weather stripping method of cold welding with 
Rochin's machine and method in order to make accurately round weather stripping 
because Francis's welding method provides weather stripping that is remarkable 
circular (see col. 1, lines 44-51). 

With respect to Claim 3, Rochlin and Francis teach making rubber weather 
stripping as previously described. The cutting blades are parallel and are separated by 
semicircular grooves that apply pressure to the rubber mesh piece while the grooves 
are aligned between the top and bottom rollers as the material goes through (See 
Rochlin Fig. 1). Francis teaches that the process should reach the force required to 
achieve cold welding (see col. 2, lines 41-43), which would conventionally include 
hydraulic pistons. 

With respect to Claim 4, Francis teaches that force is applied evenly across all of 
the strips sufficient to separate all of the strips continuously, thus producing individual 
strips. 
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With respect to Claim 5, Rochlin teaches that the blades are beveled (see fig. 4) 
and the stripping produced has a cold welded seam continuously as previously 
described 

With respect to Claim 6, Francis teaches that the weather stripping gets adhesive 
applied to it by many types of apparatus, including spraying (see col. 4, lines 12-24), 
and that the adhesive may be applied after forming the weather stripping individuals 
(see col. 5, lines 55-59). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to heat the 
adhesive material in order to expedite the coating. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rochlin 
(US Patent No. 3,123,656) in view of Francis et al. (US Patent No. 4,996,092) as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Boyer (US Patent No. 3,889,801). 

With respect to Claim 2, Rochlin and Francis teach making rubber weather 
stripping using cold welding as previously described. 

Rochin and Francis do not. disclose transportation means for the weather 
stripping. 

Boyer teaches transporting a material, and uses ducts expelling air upwards and 
acts on the material being transported via a conveyor belt (rubber band) with holes (See 
Fig. 2) and acting on the material to help transport it (see abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Boyer"s air duct transport method with Rochin and 
Francis's method of making weather strips in order to help transport the material (see 
abstract). 
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Claim 3 is further rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rochlin (US Patent No. 3,123,656) in view of Francis et al. (US Patent No. 4,996,092) 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Gitzendanner (US Patent No. 
2,997,294). 

Rochin in view of Francis teach a method for making continuous weather 
stripping as previously described. 

Francis teaches cold welding with adequate pressure to continuously separate 
the weather stripping (see col. 2, lines 41-43). 

Francis does not explicitly teach utilizing a hydraulic piston to achieve the 
pressure. 

Gitzendanner teaches cold welding. Specifically, Gitzendanner provides details 
on effective executing cold welding (see col. 29, lines 10-69) and teaches the 
conventional method of delivering adequate pressure via a hydraulic piston (see col. 29, 
lines 58-61). 

It would have been obvious to combine Gitzendanner's method of utilizing a 
hydraulic piston for cold welding with the method of cold welding continuous weather 
stripping as taught by Rochlin in view of Francis because it effectively cuts and welds 
(see Gitzendanner col. 30, lines 20-34) and because it is conventional practice for 
delivering sufficient pressure in cold welding. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rochlin 
(US Patent No. 3,123,656) in view of Francis et al. (US Patent No. 4,996,092) as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bartmann (US Patent No. 4,324,369). 
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Rochlin in view of Francis teaches making weather stripping as previously 
described. Francis teaches utilizing a core to wind the weather stripping. The examiner 
takes official notice that it is conventional to construct cores of cardboard. For example, 
a paper towel roll or a bathroom tissue roll is constructed of cardboard. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to construct the tube of cardboard in order to facilitate recycling the 
core and container since they would have the same recyclable material and for raw 
material cost, as the tubes in consumer product are generally not returned for reuse, as 
in paper towels or bathroom tissue. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize conventional automatic doffing via a double winding unit 
because of the features of allowing continuous collection despite changing packages. 

Moreover, Bartmann teaches using a double winder to take-up material 
continuously (See abstract). The direction of the web (belts) would be automatically 
alternated and centered for successful practice of the Bartmann's invention. The 
loading of the cores would be conventionally automatic or manual, as they are 
interchangeable for the same function. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize manual placement of the 
cores because it decreases capital costs and simplifies machinery complexity. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to utilize Bartman's double winding method to wind the weather 



Application/Control Number: 10/688,345 Page 9 

Art Unit: 1732 

stripping of Rochin in view of Francis in order to automate the process and therefore 
reduce manual labor costs. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rochlin 
(US Patent No. 3,123,656) in view of Francis et al. (US Patent No. 4,996,092) and 
Bartmann (US Patent No. 4,324,369) as applied to claim 7 above, and further in view of 
Barnett et al. (US Patent No. 5,704,479) and Winholz (The Merck Index 9 th Edition, 
page 1099). 

Rochlin in view of Francis and Bartmann teach a method of making and winding 
weather stripping as previously described. Francis teaches loading the product into 
cases (see Francis, Fig. 4). 

Rochlin in view of Francis and Bartmann do not teach silicone-coating the 
cardboard hub or including a cardboard part to support the hub within the cardboard 
packaging. 

Barnett teaches an improvement to packaging spool wound products. Barnett 
teaches utilizing a cardboard insert to support a cardboard hub holding the wound 
product (see abstract and Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to combine Barnet's cardboard hub and cardboard 
case insert with the weather stripping production method as taught by Rochlin in view of 
Francis and Bartmann in order to support the tube in the case (See Barnett abstract). 

Windholz teaches that silicone is used a release agent for rubber (See Page 
1099, Col. 2, section 8237, subsection "USE"). 
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It would have been obvious to combine Winholz teaching of applying silicone to 
the tube (core) used in the method of making weather stripping as taught by Rochlin in 
view of Francis, Bartmann, and Barnett because it would allow the core, which is within 
a dispenser as a final product, to completely dispense the rubber stripping as silicone is 
a release agent to rubber (see The Merck Index 9 th Edition, Page 1099, Col. 2, section 
8237, subsection "USE"). 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rochlin 
(US Patent No. 3,123,656) in view of Francis et al. (US Patent No. 4,996,092) and 
Boyer (US Patent No. 3,889,801) as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of 
Gitzendanner (US Patent No. 2,997,294). 

With respect to Claim 9, Rochlin in view of Francis and Boyer teach making 
rubber weather stripping using cold welding and air transporting system as previously 
described. Francis teaches cold welding with adequate pressure to continuously 
separate the weather stripping (see Francis, col. 2, lines 41-43). 

Francis does not explicitly teach utilizing a hydraulic piston to achieve the 
pressure. 

Gitzendanner teaches cold welding. Specifically, Gitzendanner provides details 
on effective executing cold welding (see col. 29, lines 10-69) and teaches the 
conventional method of delivering adequate pressure via a hydraulic piston (see col. 29, 
lines 58-61). 

It would have been obvious to combine Gitzendanner"s method of utilizing a 
hydraulic piston for cold welding with the method of cold welding continuous weather 
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stripping as taught by Rochlin in view of Francis and Boyer because it effectively cuts 
and welds (see Gitzendanner col. 30, lines 20-34) and because it is conventional 
practice for delivering sufficient pressure in cold welding. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick Butler whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8517. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 AM - 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni can be reached on 571-272-1196. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 



Patrick Butler 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 
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